Fatal reactions to drugs. A 10-year material from the Swedish Adverse Drug Reaction Committee.
Drug-induced deaths (n = 274) in Sweden during a 10-year period have been analyzed. The incidence has been remarkably constant, with 25--30 reported cases per year. There is a marked increase with age in the incidence of fatal reactions, more so than for all drug reactions. Women consume more drugs than men and get more reactions, but not more fatal reactions. Anti-inflammatory drugs (antibiotics and sulfonamides) are responsible for 21% of the fatal reactions, followed by oral antidiabetics (9%), oral contraceptives (9%) and antiphlogistic drugs (8%). The blood and the bone marrow are the most susceptible organs, responsible for 40% of the fatal reactions, followed by thromboembolism (10%) and hepatocellular damage (9%). It is important to note that rapid changes have occurred with regard to responsible drugs as well as to the types of adverse reactions encountered.